
2 Group Camping Isle Royale National Park

Welcome and Introduction
Isle Royale National Park is an island wilderness located in the
northwest portion of Lake Superior. Over 99% of the park is designated
Wilderness, and it is a U. S. Biosphere Reserve. The majority of the park’s
visitors journey to the park to hike, backpack, or travel the waterways of
the Island by canoe, kayak, or motorboat.

The Island itself is 45 miles long and 8.5 miles wide at its widest point; the
park boundary extends 4.5 miles into Lake Superior. Isle Royale has 36
campgrounds and 165 miles of hiking trails. Less than 20 species of
mammals are found on the Island, including gray wolf, moose, red
squirrel, beaver, and fox.  Over 160 species of birds have been sighted in
the park, of which 100 nest on the island.  Isle Royale has over 700
species of flowers, trees and ferns, including 32 orchid species.

The group camping office has been assisting groups visiting Isle Royale
National Park for several years and has written this brochure to answer
some of the most commonly asked questions. You will be assuming a
great responsibility when you come to Isle Royale and we want you to
have a safe and enjoyable experience. Please feel free to contact us if you
have further questions.

Group Camping Summary
• Advance reservations are required for group camping parties. A

group is a party of 7-10 individuals, including leaders. No group may
be larger than 10 people. If your party exceeds 10, you must split into
two groups, each independent and traveling on completely separate
itineraries. Both groups are required to obtain advance permits.

• Groups are required to follow a set travel itinerary based on
campsites that have been reserved. Groups are limited to camping at
the group tent sites – three sided shelters or individual tent sites are
not to be used by groups.

• A non-refundable processing fee of $25 is charged for each permit
issued. 

• A user fee of $4.00 per person per day applies to all visitors 12
years of age and older. Children 11 and under are exempt. The user
fee is collected by the transportation services.

• No one organization can have more than 20 people on the Island
at any given time and cannot exceed 80 visitors per year.

• Commercial groups must obtain an Incidental Business Permit
issued by Isle Royale National Park for the current season. Any
operation providing goods, activities, or services to the general public
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